Professor Benito Khotseng died on 4 January 2015 at the age of 67, after suffering from ischaemic heart disease. A memorial service was held at the University of the Free State on 12 January 2015 and he was buried on 17 January 2015 at his homestead in Matatiele in the Eastern Cape.
Benito attained his primary education at Queen Mary Primary School and his secondary education at Moshoeshoe Secondary School. In 1969, he obtained a BA degree in Education from the University of the North, and went on to complete a BEd from the University of South Africa (Unisa) in 1974. As a principled thinker who was passionate about education and training, Benito Khotseng continued his studies and completed a PhD at the University of Natal in 1990. His thesis was titled Polytechnic University and its contribution to manpower development in South Africa, clearly indicating his commitment to initiating developmental opportunities for disadvantaged learners at all levels. Benito served on numerous boards and trusts, including the Matla Trust, the Trustees of Education with Enterprise, the Durban College of Education (1995 Education ( -2001 , the Financial Aid Scheme (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) and the Higher Education Quality Committee of the Council on Higher Education (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) . He was elected as a Member of the Academy of Science of South Africa in 1996 and chaired the Free State Higher Education and Training Trust for many years until 2010. In addition to his involvement in community projects, Benito raised funds for student development, especially master's and doctoral programmes -between 1994 and 2000, he raised over USD27 million.
Benito contributed substantially to the body of knowledge of South Africa. Amongst others, he co-authored Kenton Vintage (1994), Apartheid Education and Popular Struggles (1991), Mmane -Poetry Analysis for Std. 10 (1991) and Mphatlalatsane Language Series -Std. 3, 4, 5, & 6 (1986) . He also published in and contributed to accredited journals on subjects ranging from 'Rethinking the nature of the university in a post-apartheid South Africa', 'Universities and challenges of nation-building in the new South Africa' and 'Promoting multiculturalism at the university campus'. His family and church were central to his life and his three daughters -Nthabiseng, Manana and Matshidiso -are not only professionally successful but also are dedicated, like their father, to education and the community. Benito will be sorely missed, but his legacy will be the considerable contributions he has made to higher education in South Africa.
